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REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THE  A.B.  DEGREE 

IN  MEREDITH  COLLEGE  1919-1920 

CATALOGUE 


By  Edwin  McKoy  Highsmith 


The  following  comparative  study  of  the  requirements  for 
the  A.B.  degree  in  Meredith  College,  while  intended  pri- 
marily for  the  friends  and  patrons  of  the  College,  raises 
several  important  problems  in  reference  to  the  higher  educa- 
tion of  women  in  the  United  States.  There  is  no  attempt 
made  to  suggest  any  very  definite  solution  of  these  problems. 
The  hope  is  that  their  presentation  may  serve  to  stir  up  some 
measure  of  discussion  and  thought  on  the  part  of  many  who 
are  progressively  interested  in  the  constructive  development 
of  such  institutions. 

Any  definite  study  of  college  graduation  requirements 
implies  consideration  of  the  problem  from  at  least  two 
angles : 

a.  Entrance  requirements 

b.  Completion  requirements. 

Hence,  there  will  be  two  main  divisions  to  the  present 
discussion.     First  then — 

Entrance  Requirements 

"For  full  admission  to  the  freshman  class  a  candidate  must 
offer  fifteen  units1  of  work.  .  .  .  Every  candidate  for 
the  A.B.  degree  must  offer : 

English 3      units 

Latin  ^  4     units 


or 
Latin    3  units 

and 
French  or  German  or  Spanish 2  units 


5  units 


1  For  Meredith  College  requirements  the  high  school  unit  of  work  is  taken  as 
meaning  four  one-hour  or  five  45 -minute  recitations  per  week  for  a  full  high 
school  year. 
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__  ..         x.        (Algebra    1.5  units     > 

Mathematics    |Geometry x      unit      (  2.5  units 

Elective 4.5  or  5.5  units 


Total 15  units 

The  Electives  must  be  taken  from  the  following  subjects: 
Agriculture,  Bible,  Commercial  Geography,  Cooking,  History, 
Languages,  Mathematics,  Science,  Vegetable  Gardening."2 

In  a  recent  bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  Education  on  "Re- 
quirements for  the  Bachelor's  Degree"3  it  is  shown  that  of 
fifty  State  institutions  in  the  United  States  offering  the 
A.B.  degree 

15  require  14      entrance  units 

2  require  14.5  entrance  units 
30  require  15      entrance  units 

3  require  16      entrance  units 

and  of  52  endowed  institutions 

4  require  14  entrance  units 
13  require  14.5  entrance  units 
27  require     15     entrance  units 

2  require    16     entrance  units 

2  require    16.5  entrance  units 

1  requires  17     entrance  units 

1  requires  18.5  entrance  units 

1  requires  19.5  entrance  units 

1  requires  20     entrance  units 

In  the  light  of  the  data  set  forth  above,  Meredith  Col- 
lege is  following  the  mode  of  practice  in  requiring  15  units 
for  entrance,  being  in  line  with  considerably  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  the  best  institutions  in  the  country  for  both  men 
and  women.  The  following  typical  women's  colleges  selected 
at  random  also  require  15  units  for  entrance:  Agnes  Scott, 
Bessie  Tift,  Brenau,  Goucher,  Randolph-Macon,  Smith, 
Sophie  Newcomb,  Yassar,  Wesleyan  and  Westhampton.4 

2cf.  Meredith  College  1919-1920  catalogue,  p.  32. 

3  Bulletin  No.  7,  1920,  p.  57. 

4  cf .   the   1919-1920    catalogues   of   these   colleges. 
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Meredith  College  prescribes  9.5  or  10.5  of  the  15  units 
necessary  for  entrance.  The  typical  State  University  in  the 
United  States  prescribes  from  9  to  11  of  its  required  entrance 
units ;  while  the  typical  endowed  college  prescribes  from  9  to 
12.5  of  its  entrance  units.5  The  current  catalogues  of  the 
control  group  of  women's  colleges  previously  mentioned, 
show  them  prescribing  entrance  units  as  shown  in : 

Table  1 

Goucher  prescribes  3  of  its 15 

Brenau  prescribes  8  or  9  of  its 15 

Bessie  Tift  prescribes  9  of  its 15 

Randolph-Macon  prescribes  9.5  of  its 15 

Smith  prescribes  10  or  11  of  its 15 

Sophie  Newcomb  prescribes  10.5  or  11.5  of  its..  15 

Westhampton  prescribes  11.5  of  its 15 

Agnes  Scott  prescribes  11  or  12  of  its 15 

Wesleyan  prescribes  12.5  or  13  of  its 15 

Vassar  prescribes  13  of  its 15 

Thus  it  is  clear  that  while  Meredith  College  is  at  present 
in  line  with  the  typical  practice  in  prescribing  65  to  70  per 
cent  of  its  entrance  units,  there  is  ample  precedent  for  cutting 
down  or  adding  to  the  number  of  prescribed  units,  as  local 
conditions  may  justify  or  demand.  However,  the  fact  that 
the  general  tendency  for  any  change  of  policy  on  this  matter 
is  towards  lowering  the  number  of  rigidly  prescribed  units 
should  be  given  due  weight  in  planning  for  any  changes  from 
the  present  entrance  requirements.  The  College  should  con- 
tinue requiring  15  units  for  entrance. 

The  prescribed  entrance  units  at  present  include  three 
subjects:  English,  Mathematics,  and  Language  (including 
Latin).    The  Bureau  of  Education  Bulletin  previously  cited, 


6  cf.  Bur.  Ed.  Bui.,  op.  cit.,  table  12,  p.  43  ff. 
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shows6  98  colleges  and  universities  of  the  United  States  pre- 
scribing entrance  units  as  follows : 

Table  2 

(For  the  A.B.  Degree) 

State  Institutions  Endowed  Institutions 

5  prescribe  2  subjects  2  prescribe  1  subject 

6  prescribe  3  subjects  0  prescribe  2  subjects 
17  prescribe  4  subjects  16  prescribe  3  subjects 
20  prescribe  5  subjects  19  prescribe  4  subjects 

1  prescribes  6  subjects  12  prescribe  5  subjects 

Of  the  control  group  of  ten  women's  colleges 

1  prescribes  1  subject 
3  prescribe     3  subjects 
5  prescribe    4  subjects 
1  prescribes  5  subjects 


Further  reference  to  the  Bureau  of  Education  Bulletin 
cited  shows7  the  entrance  subjects  most  frequently  prescribed 
for  A.B.  degree  candidates  to  be : 

1.  English,  with  3  units  usually  prescribed. 

2.  Mathematics,  with  2  or  2.5  units  prescribed. 

3.  Language^  with  3  or  4  units  prescribed. 

4.  Social  Science,  with  1  unit  prescribed. 

5.  Science,  with  1  unit  prescribed. 

Table  3 

100  per  cent  of  the  institutions  studied  prescribe  English  units. 
98  per  cent  of  the  institutions  studied  prescribe  Mathematics 

units. 
89  per  cent  of  the  institutions  studied  prescribe  Language  units. 
73  per  cent  of  the  institutions  studied  prescribe  Social  Science 

units. 
39  per  cent  of  the  institutions  studied  prescribed  Science  units. 


6  p.  62  ff. 
*cf.  p.   21  ff. 

8  86  per  cent  of  the  State  institutions  studied  prescribe  foreign  language  entrance 
units,  and  92  per  cent  of  the  endowed  schools  prescribe  them.  Fourteen  of  the 
49  State  institutions  and  26  of  the  50  endowed  institutions  specify  ancient  lan- 
guage, (Latin  or  Greek)  singly  or  in  combination  with  foreign  language.  Latin 
alone  is  a  requirement  in  9  schools.  Greek  is  required  or  optional  with  Latin  in 
23   schools. 
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For  the  group  of  ten  women's  colleges  being  considered  the 
subjects  most  frequently  prescribed  for  entrance  give  the  fol- 
lowing table : 

Table  4 

10  prescribe  English    3      units 

9  prescribe  Mathematics 2-3  units 

8  prescribe  Language  2-6  units 

(With  4  of  these  8  specifying  Latin  and  with  2  others  specifying 
Latin  or  Greek.) 

6  prescribe  Social  Science 1-2  units 

2  prescribe  Science 1-3  units 

From  these  facts  it  is  clear  that  on  the  basis  of  current  prac- 
tice Meredith  College  is  safe  in  prescribing  for  its  A.B. 
candidates  9.5  or  10.5  entrance  units  in  English,  Mathe- 
matics and  Language.  Whether  or  not  the  College  should 
continue  prescribing  Latin  as  all  or  part  of  its  language 
entrance  requirement  would  seem  to  be  an  open  question, 
depending  purely  on  current,  local  conditions. 


In  the  matter  of  elective  entrance  units  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation Bulletin  cited  shows9  that  the  practice  over  the  coun- 
try varies  considerably  as  between  free  electives  and  group 
electives  with  78  of  101  leading  institutions  allowing  free 
electives  within  the  limits  of  certain  subjects  designated  as 
acceptable  for  satisfying  entrance  requirements.  Some  insti- 
tutions group  their  semi-elective  entrance  units  so  as  to  force 
concentration  of  credits  in  some  one  or  more  of  the  prescribed 
subjects;  while  others  limit  their  electives  in  such  a  way  as 
to  force  entering  students  to  show  credits  in  other  than  the 
prescribed  subjects.10 

The  college  list  of  accepted  entrance  subjects  has  greatly 
increased,   due   partly   to   secondary   school   influences   and 

»  p.  69  ff. 

10  Two  institutions,  Bryn  Mawr  College  and  Catholic  University,  prescribe  all 
their  A.B.  entrance  units. 


8  Meredith  College  Bulletin 

partly  to  college  curricula  themselves.  American  colleges  and 
universities  tend  to  list  from  25  to  50  acceptable  entrance 
units.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania  lists  49  separate 
preparatory  studies  acceptable  for  entrance  credit.  In  gen- 
eral, there  is  a  tendency  for  colleges  to  set  out  different 
entrance  requirements  for  the  several  degree  curricula 
offered. 

From  what  has  been  said  of  the  Meredith  College  en- 
trance requirements  it  is  evident  that  the  college  is  conserva- 
tively in  line  with  the  main  tendencies  set  forth  above. 

The  following  characteristics  of  entrance  requirements  are 
summarized  from  pages  71-76  of  the  Bureau  of  Education 
Bulletin  cited : 

Twenty-seven  of  the  101  institutions  studied  have  elective 
entrance  groups  for  the  A.B.  degree.  In  these  instances  the 
subjects  offered  for  entrance  depend  on  the  candidate's  elec- 
tion of  a  given  core  group  of  college  studies  leading  to  the 
degree.  Meredith  College  has  one  group  of  required 
entrance  subjects  for  the  A.B.  degree. 

Thirty-three  out  of  the  101  institutions  studied  fix  a  mini- 
mum age  limit  for  entrance.     Meredith  College  does  not. 

Fifty-two  of  the  101  require  written  evidence  of  the 
entrant's  good  moral  character.  Meredith  College  does 
not  print  this  requirement  in  the  catalogue,  but  covers  it  fully 
in  the  application  blank  for  admission. 

"Four  state  and  six  endowed  schools  make  definite  pre- 
scriptions respecting  the  physical  fitness  of  the  candidate  for 
entrance.  The  endowed  schools  include  four  women's  col- 
leges— Goucher,  Smith,  Wells,  and  Wellesley."  Meredith 
College  does  not  have  this  requirement. 

Some  prominent  institutions  in  the  country  are  supple- 
menting the  ordinary  entrance  requirements  to  be  met  by 
examination  or  certificate  with  standardized,  or  partially 
standardized,  tests  in  subject-matter  and  intelligence.     It  is 
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not  too  much  to  expect  that  the  time  may  come  when  this  will 
be   a   leading  method   of   selecting  candidates   for   college 


entrance 


Method  of  Entrance 


One  hundred  of  the  101  colleges  studied  admit  on  entrance 
examinations  at  the  college.  Forty-six  accept  the  C.E.E.B. 
examinations;  21,  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Regents 
Examinations;  96,  certificates  of  accredited  secondary 
schools.  Thirteen  institutions  have  adopted  the  certifica- 
tion and  comprehensive  examination  plan.  Meredith  Col- 
lege admits  on  examination  or  accredited  secondary  school 
certificate. 

Conditioned  entrance. — Thirteen  state  and  26  endowed 
schools  make  no  statement  on  this  point.  Eight  state  and  5 
endowed  schools  admit  students  with  conditions  without  speci- 
fying the  number  of  conditioned  units  allowed. 

7  State  and  9  endowed  schools  allow  1      unit    conditioned 
25  State  and  5  endowed  schools  allow  2      units  conditioned 

2  endowed  schools  allow 2.5  units  conditioned 

1  endowed  school  allows 3     units  conditioned 

1  endowed  school  (Bryn-Mawr,  20-5) 

allows 5     units  conditioned 

Meredith  College  allows  2  units  conditioned. 

This  is  in  harmony  with  the  practice  in  the  ten  women's 
colleges  used  for  comparison  earlier  in  this  bulletin.  Six  of 
them  allow  conditioned  2  units,  two  allow  3,  one  allows  1,  and 
one  allows  none. 


It  seems  not  out  of  place  at  this  point  to  insert  a  paragraph 
showing  the  growing  tendency  in  the  United  States  to  limit 
the  cultural  first  degree  to  the  A.B.  only.  After  a  detailed 
statement  of  current  practice  in  this  regard,  in  the  Bureau  of 
Education  Bulletin,  No.  7,  1920,  on  "Requirements  for  the 
Bachelor's  Degree,"  we  read  on  pages  79-80 :  "The  following 
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summary  shows  the  number  of  iustitutions  of  our  list,  both 
State  and  Endowed,  which  limit  the  cultural  first  degrees  to 
the  following  types : 

State        Endowed 

A.B.  only 26  22 

B.S.  only 2  0 

A.B.  and  B.S.  only 18  20 

A.B.  and  Ph.B.  only 2  0 

A.B.,  B.S.,  and  Ph.B.  only 1  5 

A.B.,  B.S.,  and  Litt.B.  only  ...     1  1 

A.B.,  B.S.,  Ph.B.  and  L.H.B. ...     0  1 

"From  the  foregoing  tables  it  is  apparent  that  over  one-half 
of  the  State  schools,  and  nearly  the  same  proportion  of 
endowed  schools,  grant  only  one  cultural  degree.  The  num- 
ber of  the  schools  granting  the  A.B.  and  B.S.  degrees  is  not 
quite  so  large  as  that  of  the  previous  group.  Eelatively  few 
institutions  grant  more  than  two  cultural  degrees. 

"An  examination  of  the  catalogues  from  the  years  1885 
to  1890  of  the  schools  granting  the  A.B.  only  shows  that 
many  of  these  granted  from  2  to  4  cultural  degrees." 

Thus  it  would  appear  that  for  the  future  Meredith  Col- 
lege should  not  increase  the  number  of  degrees  offered,  but 
rather,  if  changes  are  made,  develop  along  the  line  of  allow- 
ing more  ways  of  securing  the  degrees  now  offered — A.B. 
and  B.S.  This  policy  would  lead  naturally  to  greater  range 
and  freedom  in  the  subjects  presented  for  entrance,  condi- 
tioned upon  the  type  of  curriculum  the  candidate  elected  to 
pursue  for  the  degree. 

Completion  Requirements 

In  dealing  with  the  completion  requirements  for  the  A.B. 
degree  from  Meredith  College,  comparison  will  be  made 
with  three  sets  of  data :  The  findings  in  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation Bulletin  already  referred  to,  together  with  those 
developed  in  a  study  on  "Requirements  for  the  A.B.  degree 
in  Representative  American  Universities  and  Colleges,"  by 
J.  A.  Humphreys,  published  in  School  and  Society,  October 
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9,  1920,  and  the  current  practice  in  the  ten  women's  colleges 
whose  entrance  requirements  were  used  for  comparative 
purposes. 

Meredith  College  prescribes  for  the  A.B.  degree  (1919- 
1920  Catalogue),  the  following  academic  credits: 


English  ii 14  semester  hours 

(Latin— 6 

/Modern  Language — 6 


Language     ltt**i"_.  "2\  I2  semester  hours 


Science         (Blol°gy    6 1    12  semester  hours 

I  Chemistry — 6 ) 

Mathematics  8  semester  hours 

History 6  semester  hours 

Ethics  or  Sociology 3  semester  hours 

Psychology 3  semester  hours 

Elective  major  with  related  minor..  30  semester  hours 

Free  electives  11    32  semester  hours 

Total 120  semester  hours 

In  the  matter  of  total  number  of  college  semester  hours 
required  for  graduation  the  Bureau  of  Education  Bulletin 
shows  (pp.  155  and  170)  the  following  figures: 

Table  5 

(Total  Requirements — Summary) 

A.B  (State)  A.B.  (Endowed) 

1  requires  107  semester  hours  1  requires  111  semester  hours 

1  requires  117  semester  hours  1  requires  115  semester  hours 

28  require    120  semester  hours  2  require    118  semester  hours 

1  requires  121  semester  hours  25  require    120  semester  hours 

3  require    122  semester  hours  2  require    122  semester  hours 

1  requires  124  semester  hours  3  require    124  semester  hours 

2  require    126  semester  hours  1  requires  125  semester  hours 

3  require  128  semester  hours  2  require  126  semester  hours 
2  require  130  semester  hours  6  require  128  semester  hours 
2  require    132  semester  hours  1  requires  130  semester  hours 


11  The  requirement  in  English  for  1921-1922  is  cut  down  to  12  semester  hours, 
thus  leaving  34  semester  hours  free  electives. 
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Table  5 — Continued 
(Total  Requirements — Summary) 


A.B.  (State) 
1  requires  136  semester  hours 
1  requires  138  semester  hours 
1  requires  150  semester  hours 


Average  No.  sem.  hrs.,  122.75 


A.B.   (Endowed) 
2  require    136  semester  hours 
1  requires  138  semester  hours 
1  requires  140  semester  hours 
1  requires  152,  154,  162,  168, 

172  semester  hours 
Average  No.  sem.  hrs.,  126.62 


The  main  tendency  which  these  figures  reveal  comes  out 
strongly  in  the  following  graph : 
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It  is  evident  that  120  semester  hours  is  the  figure  around 
which  graduation  requirements  for  the  A.B.  degree  center. 
Leaving  out  of  the  count  the  seven  extreme  cases  that  are 
clearly  out  of  all  possible  harmony  with  present  tendencies, 
we  have  an  average  deviation  from  this  central  tendency  of 
120  hours  of  only  3  hours  among  state  schools,  3.7  hours 
among  endowed  schools,  or  3.4  hours  for  the  entire  group 
under  consideration. 

Humphreys  finds  from  his  study  of  eighty-eight  representa- 
tive colleges  and  universities  in  the  United  States12  that  the 
average  number  of  hours  required  for  the  A.B.  degree  is 
121.13 

The  group  of  women's  colleges  cited  earlier  shows  one  of 
the  ten  requiring  116  semester  hours  for  the  A.B.  degree, 
one  requiring  124,  and  eight  requiring  120. 

Thus  it  seems  from  our  data  that  Meredith  College 
should  not  require  less  than  120  nor  more  than  128  college 
semester  hours  for  graduation  with  the  A.B.  degree. 

The  subjects  most  often  prescribed  for  the  A.B.  degree  in 
American  colleges  and  universities  are  shown  with  their  fre- 
quencies in  the  following  table:14 

Table  6 

Number  Institutions  Prescribing 

Subjects                           State,  49.  Endowed,  50. 

English 48  47 

Language  15   43  46 

Science 32  33 

Mathematics 20  32 

Social  Science 27  21 

Philosophy  and  Psychology..     9  21 

Bible  or  Religion 1  16 

Hygiene  1  6 

12  cf.  op.   Cit.  p.   320. 

13  For  critical  readers  it  might  be  added  that  other  data  in  this  particular 
reference  are  in  apparent  conflict  with  this  figure. 

14  The  data  for  this  table  are  taken  from  p.  85  ff.  of  the  Bureau  of  Education 
Bulletin. 

15  Either  an  option  of  Latin  or  Greek,  or  Latin  and  Greek,  is  required  for  the 
A.B.  degree  in  13  of  the  43  State  schools  and  25  of  the  46  endowed  schools. 
Latin  and  Greek,  considered  as  a  single  subject,  are  not  prescribed  by  any  of  the 
schools.  Nine  schools  require  Latin  and  a  modern  language  for  the  A.B.  degree, 
and  20  require  ancient  and  foreign  or  modern  language.  Of  the  38  schools  in 
question,  13  are  in  the  south  and  south  central  part  of  the  United  States,  18  are 
in  the  east  and  New  England,   and  7  in  the  west. 
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Table  6— Continued 

Number  Institutions  Prescribing 

Subjects                           State,  j9.  Endowed,  50. 

Public  Speaking 1  4 

Art   2  1 

Education 1  1 

Matriculation  Lectures 2  0 

Bibliography   0  1 

Drafting   1  o 

Humphreys16  finds  the  most  frequently  prescribed  sub- 
jects in  the  eighty-eight  institutions  he  studied  to  be  as  shown 
in  the  following  table : 

Table  7 

English with  100%  prescribing  it 

Language  17 with    92%  prescribing  it 

Social  Science with    57%  prescribing  it 

Natural  Science  with    55%  prescribing  it 

Physical  Education  18 with     41%  prescribing  it 

Mathematics   with    34%  prescribing  it 

Philosophy  and  Psychology ...  with    25%  prescribing  it 
Bible  and  Bible  Literature with    20%  prescribing  it 

For  the  ten  women's  colleges  under  comparison,  all  the 
prescribed  subjects,  with  their  frequencies,  are  shown  in: 

Table  8 

English with  10  prescribing  it 

Language  with     9  prescribing  it 

Social  Science with    9  prescribing  it 

Mathematics   with     7  prescribing  it 

Science   with    7  prescribing  it 

Philosophy  or  Psychology with    5  prescribing  it 

Bible    with     4  prescribing  it 

Education with    1  prescribing  it 

A  summary  of  the  data  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs  shows 
the  seven  college  subjects  most  frequently  prescribed  for  the 
A.B.  degree  to  be  English,  Language,  Social  Science,  Science, 
Mathematics,  Philosophy  and  Psychology,  and  Bible.19  In  the 

16  op.  cit.  pp.  320-322. 

17  Under  language  27  per  cent  require  ancient  language — Latin  or  Greek — and 
29  per  cent  prescribe  modern  foreign  language.  The  requirement  in  foreign  lan- 
guage is  usually  a  floating  one  and  leaves  the  choice  between  ancient  and  modern 
language  to  the  student. 

18  With  credit. 

19  Humphrey's  figures  place  physical  education  above  mathematics,  psychology, 
and  Bible,  with  41  per  cent  of  colleges  prescribing  it  for  college  credit  toward  the 
A.B.   degree. 
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next  table  the  Meredith  College  prescribed  courses,  with 
the  number  of  semester  hours  required,  are  shown  in  com- 
parison with  the  approximate  percentage  ranking  of  the  sub- 
jects in  the  three  investigations  involved  in  this  study. 

Table  9 

Meredith  Bureau  of  Control 

Requirements :  Education  Humphreys'  Group 

College  A.B.  Frequency    Frequency  Frequency 

English  20 14            95%           100%  100% 

Language 12            89%            92%  90% 

Science 12            55%            55%  70% 

Mathematics 8            52%            34%  70%? 

Social  Science 6            48%            57%  90% 

Philosophy  and  Psychology 6            30%            25%  50% 

Bible 0            17%            20%  40% 

Three  comments  are  justified  by  the  foregoing  discussion: 

a.  Meredith  College  seems  to  be  following  safe  prece- 
dent in  requiring  credits  in  the  six  main  subjects  prescribed 
for  the  A.B.  degree. 

b.  Humphreys'  findings,  based  on  1918-1919  catalogues, 
raise  the  question  whether  Meredith  College  should  not 
prescribe  certain  physical  education  credit  courses  above  the 
present  120  hours  required  for  graduation. 

c.  Current  practice  other  places  suggest  that  possibly  Bible 
Literature  credits  should  be  required  for  graduation. 

These  last  observations  bring  up  the  question  of  how  many 
subjects  should  be  required  for  the  A.B.  degree.  On  this 
point   the   Bureau    of   Education   Bulletin,,    quoted,    shows 

(p.  177) : 

Table  10 

(For  the  A.B.  Degree) 

State  Schools  Endowed  Schools 

10  require     2  subjects  1  requires  1  subject 
8  require     3  subjects              7  require     2  subjects 

12  require     4  subjects  6  require     3   subjects 

11  require     5  subjects  12  require     4  subjects 
5  require     6  subjects  6  require     5  subjects 

1  requires  7  subjects  19   require     6  subjects 

2  require     8  subjects  3  require     7  subjects 

1  requires  8  subjects 
1  requires  9  subjects 

20  1921-22  requirement  will  be  12  semester  hours. 
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The  average  number  of  subjects,  per  school,  in  the  ten 
women's  colleges  being  used  comparatively  is  5.3.  Thus  it 
seems  that  from  the  standpoint  of  precedent  the  College 
should  prescribe  for  the  A.B.  degree  from  4  to  6  subjects, 
and  not  more.  If  it  seems  wise  to  extend  the  distribution 
beyond  the  rigidly  prescribed  credits,  this  can  be  accom- 
plished in  easy  fashion  through  a  system  of  group  election, 
such  as  is  now  found  in  many  colleges  and  universities. 

The  following  tables  show  the  main  tendencies  as  to  the 
number  of  semester  hours  required  in  each  of  the  several 
most  frequently  prescribed  subjects: 

a.  From  Bureau  of  Education  Bulletin  data : 


Table  1121 
State  Schools 

Middle* 

Average    Median*   50%  Average 

English   9.02           6           6-12  9.65 

Language 15.19         12        10-18  20.66 

Science 11.48         12          8-15  11.44 

Mathematics    7.00          6          6-8  6.94 

Social  Science 10.55         12          6-12  12.14 

Phil,  and  Psych 7.00          6          6-8  7.56 

Bible 6.00 


Endowed 

Middle 
Median*  50% 

8  6-12 


18 
8 
6 
6 
6 
6 


12-24 
6-12 
6-8 
6-14 
6-6 
4-8 


Table  12 

Humphreys'  study :  averages  only,22  and  medians23  for  the 
ten  women's  colleges : 

Humphreys9  Medians 

Suojects                               Averages  for  the  Ten  Colleges 

English   9.00  12.00 

Language    15.00  12.00 

Science 9.50  12.00 

Mathematics    6.80  6.00 

Social  Science 8.00  6.00 

Philosophy  and  Psychology..     4.90   (shown  separate)       6.00 

Bible 5.8  7.00 

21  The  average,  median,  and  middle  50  per  cent  are  taken  for  those  schools 
having  the  subject,  in  each  case. 

22  op.  cit.  p.  320. 

23  Practically  100  per  cent  agreement  in  most  subjects,  most  of  the  10  colleges 
prescribing  the  same  number  of  hourjs. 

*  The  median  is  the  middle  case  in  the  distribution,  when  all  schools  are  ranked 
from  low  to  high.  The  middle  50  per  cent  is  gotten  by  dropping  the  lowest  and 
the  highest  25  per  cent  in  such  a  distribution. 
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Comparison  of  these  tables  with  the  prescribed  work  for 
the  A.B.  degree  from  Meredith  College  shows  Meredith 
as  somewhat  more  liberal  than  most  endowed  colleges  of  the 
country  as  regards  the  number  of  hours  required  in  Language 
and  not  so  liberal  as  regards  number  of  hours  required  in 
other  subjects. 

Naturally,  the  question  of  comparison  of  Meredith  Col- 
lege requirements  with  current  practice  in  the  matter  of 
total  number  of  semester  hours  prescribed  comes  up  at  this 
point.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  total  number  of  hours 
required  for  graduation  varies  so  very  much,  this  particular 
comparison  will  mean  more  if  made  in  terms  of  percentage 
than  if  left  in  hours.  On  this  basis,  Meredith  College, 
under  the  1921-1922  catalogue,  will  prescribe  56  semester 
hours  or  46.67  of  its  graduation  requirements.24 

Among  state  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  the  United 
States25  the  one  prescribing  the  smallest  percentage  of  its 
A.B.  graduation  requirements  is  the  University  of  Nebraska, 
3.30  per  cent,  while  the  largest  percentage  is  prescribed  by 
the  University  of  Virginia,  80  per  cent.  The  main  tendency 
is  for  the  prescribed  credits  to  total  around  39  per  cent.  The 
average  is  32  per  cent. 

Endowed  institutions  for  the  whole  country  show  the  fol- 
lowing figures  under  the  same  headings :  smallest  per  cent, 
11.46 ;  largest  per  cent,  84.20;  central  tendency,  38  per  cent, 
average,  40  per  cent. 

The  general  average  for  both  groups  taken  together  is 
36.4  per  cent.  Humphreys26  finds  this  last  figure  to  be  45.2 
per  cent.  While  the  average  number  of  hours  prescribed  by 
the  ten  women's  colleges  studied  is  46.75  per  cent  of  the  total. 

These  figures  indicate  that  Meredith  College,  while  hav- 
ing ample  precedent  for  prescribing  as  many  semester  hours 
as  it  is  doing,  is  not  as  liberal  in  this  regard  as  most  of  the 
colleges  of  the  country. 

24  The  present  requirement  is  58  semester  hours  or  48.33  per  cent. 

25  cf.  Bur.  of  Ed.  Bulletin,  op.  cit.  table  142. 

26  cf.  School  and  Society,  op.  cit.  p.  320. 
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In  addition  to  the  rigidly  prescribed  hours,  Meredith 
College  requires  each  candidate  to  take  an  elective  major 
and  minor  in  English,  French,  German,  History,  Latin, 
Mathematics,  or  Science.27 

Reference  to  the  Bureau  of  Education  Bulletin  shows  (pp. 
133-136)  17  state  and  11  endowed  institutions  as  requiring 
an  elective  major  for  the  A.B.  degree;  while  "22  state  and 
25  endowed  institutions  have  definite  major  and  minor  re- 
quirements for  the  A.B.  degree."  Thus,  there  are  39  of  the 
49  state  and  36  of  the  50  endowed  institutions  which  prescribe 
the  definite  majors,  or  majors  and  minors,  for  the  A.B. 
degree. 

The  major  and  minor,  or  the  elective  major,  in  Meredith 
College  requires  30  semester  hours.  The  majors  in  the  17 
state  institutions  range  from  18  (Florida)  to  36-48  (Maine), 
with  median  and  mode  of  24  and  average  of  25.  The  majors 
in  the  11  endowed  institutions  range  from  12  (Princeton)  to 
40-60  (Leland-Stanford),  with  median  and  mode  of  18  and 
average  of  23.2.  The  major-minor  requirement  ranges  in 
semester  hours  from  18  (Mississippi)  to  84  (Minnesota)  in 
the  22  state  institutions,  with  median  of  40-42,  and  average 
of  41.82.  For  the  25  endowed  institutions  the  range  is  from 
12  (Smith)28  to  72  (Earlham),  with  median  and  mode  of  36, 
and  average  of  37.92.  Combining  the  data  for  the  four 
groups  above  gives  a  general  average  of  34  semester  hours 
for  this  limited  elective  in  all  the  schools  prescribing  it. 

Humphreys  shows29  the  average  number  of  semester  hours 
for  the  major-minor  requirements  in  the  88  schools  he  studied 
to  be  31.7.  The  data  for  the  group  of  ten  women's  colleges 
studied  comparatively  show  the  average  in  semester  hours  for 
major-minor  to  be  34.2,  with  mode  and  median  of  30  or  36, 
three  cases  each. 

From  all  these  facts  it  is  clear  that  Meredith  College 
is  near  the  central  tendency  of  practice  in  the  United  States 

27  The  1921-1922  catalogue  allows  an  elective  major  of  18  semester  hours  in 
Religious  Education  with  related  minor  of  12  semester  hours  and  a  full  elective 
major  of  30  semester  hours  in  Education. 

28  The  1920-1921  catalogue  of  Smith  College  prescribes  a  major  of  24-30 
semester   hours. 

29  op.  cit.  p.  320. 
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in  prescribing  an  elective  major,  or  major-minor,  of  30  semes- 
ter hours  as  a  requirement  for  the  A.B.  degree.  The  fact 
that  the  requirement  in  Meeedith  College  is  markedly 
below  the  averages  and  medians  for  some  groups  has  two  pri- 
mary explanations:  (a)  the  fact  that  these  groups  contain 
several  institutions  rigidly  prescribing  fewer  college  hours 
than  Meredith,  and  (&)  the  fact  that  these  groups  contain 
several  institutions  whose  total  graduation  requirements  run 
far  in  excess  of  120  semester  hours. 

When  considered  in  terms  of  percentage  the  major-minor 
requirement  in  Meredith  amounts  to  25  per  cent  of  the  total 
graduation  requirement.  The  average  for  the  major-minor 
requirements  in  state  institutions  is  32.5  per  cent;  and  in 
endowed  institutions,  29.6  per  cent. 

Humphreys  found  the  average  for  his  88  institutions 
studied  to  be  25.5  per  cent.  The  list  of  ten  women's  colleges 
being  studied  shows  an  average  of  27.5  per  cent. 

Thus  it  is  evident  that  Meredith  College  is  somewhat 
more  liberal  than  most  institutions  of  the  country  in  the  num- 
ber of  semester  hours  prescribed  for  the  major-minor  re- 
quirement.30 

The  one  remaining  phase  of  the  graduation  requirements 
to  be  taken  up  is  the  question  of  free  electives.31 

Meredith  College  allows  at  present  32  semester  hours, 
or  26.67  per  cent  of  its  total  graduation  requirements,  in  free 
electives. 

The  average  allowance  of  free  electives  in  state  institutions 
is  approximately  35.5  per  cent  of  the  total  graduation  re- 
quirements; while  for  endowed  institutions  this  percentage 
is  approximately  30.5  per  cent;  and  for  all  institutions  com- 
bined, 33. 

Humphreys  gives  this  average  as  31.4  per  cent. 

The  list  of  ten  women's  colleges  studied  shows  an  average 
of  24  per  cent. 

30  The  discussion  of  major-minor  requirements  involves  the  whole  problem  of 
semi-electives.  But  the  limits  of  this  treatment  do  not  permit  its  discussion 
further. 

31  The  1921-1922  catalogue  allows  34  hours,  or  28.33  per  cent  of  total  gradua- 
tion requirements,   in  free  electives. 
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Thus,  on  a  percentage  basis,  in  the  matter  of  free  electives 
allowed,  Meredith  College  is  not  far  from  the  average  of 
practice  for  the  country  as  a  whole.32 

Since  suggestions  and  tentative  conclusions  are  given  in 
connection  with  the  detailed  parts  of  the  discussion,  it  is  not 
felt  advisable  to  make  any  connected  summary  of  these  by 
way  of  conclusion.  The  purpose  of  the  bulletin  is  served  if 
the  main  facts  about  Meredith  College  requirements  for 
the  A.B.  degree  are  clearly  set  out  in  comparative  terms,  in 
the  light  of  current  practice  in  representative  institutions  of 
higher  learning  in  the  United  States. 


In  connection  with  the  foregoing  discussion  it  is  interesting 
to  know  that  certain  institutions  over  the  country  allow 
quantity  credit  for  quality  work.  Meredith  College  at 
present  does  not  do  this.  However,  as  will  be  shown  pres- 
ently, the  College  is  taking  definite  steps  to  encourage  high 
scholarship  and  extra  good  work  among  its  students.  The 
following  statement  taken  from  the  Bureau  of  Education 
Bulletin  on  "Kequirements  for  the  Bachelor's  Degree"  shows 
the  various  means  that  many  institutions  are  using  to  force 
or  encourage  high  academic  attainments  on  the  part  of  their 
students : 

"Credit  for  Quality" 

"Eleven  institutions  of  our  list  grant  credit  for  quality  of 
scholarship  by  increasing  or  decreasing  the  number  of  hours 
required  for  graduation,  according  to  the  number  of  scholar- 
ship points  obtained.  These  institutions  are  Michigan,  Mis- 
souri, ~New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Beloit,  Columbia,  Dartmouth, 
Johns  Hopkins,  Swathmore,  Vanderbilt,  and  Williams. 

"Schemes  for  giving  credit  for  quality. — The  University 
of  Missouri  announces  the  following:  Students  making  a 
grade  of  "En  will  be  allowed  30  per  cent  additional  credit; 

^Meredith  allows  34  semester  hours,  or  28.67  per  cent  of  its  graduation  re- 
quirements,  in  free  electives. 
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those  making  a  grade  of  "S"  will  be  allowed  15  per  cent 
additional  credit;  those  making  a  grade  of  "I"  will  have  15 
per  cent  deducted  from  their  credit. 

"At  the  University  of  New  Mexico  the  number  of  credit 
hours  required  for  all  diplomas  and  degrees  conferred  by 
the  university  is  based  upon  average  work  which  is  desig- 
nated M.  For  every  15  credit  hours  of  D  (superior)  work, 
the  amount  required  for  graduation  is  diminished  by  two 
credit  hours ;  for  every  15  credit  hours  of  G  (good)  work,  the 
amount  required  for  graduation  is  diminshed  by  one  credit 
hour;  for  every  15  credit  hours  of  W  (weak)  work  the 
amount  required  for  graduation  is  increased  by  one  credit 
hour. 

"Beloit  College  uses  the  following  plan : 

AA,  work  of  extraordinary  quality,  one  credit  for  each  hour 
completed;  A,  excellent  work,  eight-tenths  of  a  credit  for 
each  hour;  B,  good  work,  five-tenths  of  a  credit  for  each 
hour ;  C,  fair  work,  two-tenths  of  a  credit  for  each  hour ;  F, 
failure,  with  privilege  of  reexamination;  FF,  failure,  with- 
out privilege  of  reexamination.  A  plus  or  a  minus  accom- 
panying a  grade  adds  or  subtracts  one-tenth  of  a  credit  for 
each  hour.  Sixteen  hours  and  four  and  one-half  credits  for 
the  Freshman  and  Sophomore  years.  Fifteen  hours  and  five 
credits  for  the  Junior  and  Senior  years. 

" Johns  Hopkins  University  states:  A  student  may  offer 
119  "points"  for  graduation  instead  of  125 ;  in  case  a  stu- 
dent has  an  average  of  not  less  than  9  for  the  work  of  his 
third  year,  and  has  not  received  a  mark  as  low  as  7  for  any 
of  his  courses  since  admission  to  the  university,  he  need  offer 
only  119  points  for  graduation. 

"Other  schemes  designed  to  encourage  a  high  quality  of 
work  are  the  following: 

"Kentucky — 120  hours  and  120  points.  A  equals  3  points, 
B  equals  2  points,  C  equals  1  point,  D  equals  0  point,  E  equals 
failure.  Michigan — 120  hours  and  120  points.  A  equals 
3  points,  B  equals  2  points,  C  equals  1  point,  D  equals  0  point, 
E  equals  0  hours  and  0  points. 
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"Oklahoma — 124  hours  and  not  less  than  174  points.  A  or 
A  minus  equals  3  points,  B  or  B  minus  equals  2  points,  C 
equals  1  point,  D  equals  1  hour  and  0  point. 

"Minnesota — 120  hours  and  120  honor  points.  A  equals 
3  points,  B  equals  2  points,  C  equals  1  point. 

"Swathmore — 124  hours  and  124  points.  A  equals  3 
points,  B  equals  2  points,  C  equals  1  point,  D  equals  0  point, 
but  is  a  pass. 

"Vanderbilt — 64  quantity  hours  and  60  quality  hours.  A 
equals  3  points,  B  equals  2  points,  C  equals  1  point,  D  equals 
0  point. 

"Dartmouth  (1918) — 122  semester  hours  and  220  points. 
A  equals  4  points,  B  equals  3  points,  C  equals  2  points,  D 
equals  1  point. " 

On  page  49  of  the  1920-1921  catalogue  of  Vassar  College 
we  read  the  following : 

"The  minimum  requirement  for  the  degree  is  as  follows : 

For  the  classes  of  1921  and  1922,  120  hours  and  222 
credits;  for  the  class  of  1923  and  following  classes,  120 
academic  hours,  6  hours  of  Physical  Education,  and  222 
credits.  No  student  may  he  graduated  whose  ratio  of  credits 
to  hours  is  less  than  1.85.  Before  the  Senior  year  a  student 
whose  ratio  is  1.80  shall  be  regarded  as  having  attained 
graduation  grade.  Physical  Education  is  not  included  in 
the  estimate  of  hours  and  credits  for  graduation  grade.  A 
credit  is  the  valuation  of  each  semestral  hour  of  work  accord- 
ing to  the  mark  gained.  Each  semestral  hour  of  'a'  work 
counts  5  credits,  of  'b'  work  3  credits,  of  V  work  2  credits, 
of  '&'  work  1  credit." 

Practically  all  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  the  United 
States  now  require  certain  minimum  standards  of  academic 
work  as  prerequisite  to  any  student  representing  the  institu- 
tion on  any  public  occasion.  Meredith  College  has  this 
regulation. 

In  addition  to  the  list  of  colleges  and  universities  with 
regular  Phi  Beta  Kappa  chapters,  there  are  many  institu- 
tions which  have  their  own  local  scholarship  honor  society, 
without  affiliation.     Meredith  College  has  neither. 
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Meredith  College  is  this  year  initiating  a  Public  Honor 
Roll  for  its  students  in  all  classes.  The  honor  roll  for 
the  fall  semester  is  read  in  chapel  early  in  the  spring 
semester ;  and  the  honor  rolls  for  the  spring  semester  and  the 
year  are  also  given  public  recognition.  The  honor  rolls  are 
made  matters  of  permanent  record  in  the  College. 

The  requirements  for  the  honor  roll  are  as  follows : 


First  Honor 
Students  having  no  grade  be- 
low "B"  and  at  least  one  "A." 


Second  Honor 
Students  having  no  grade  be- 
low "C"  and  at  least  as  many 
"A's"  as  "C's." 


For  the  1920-1921  fall  semester  the  honor  roll  is  as  follows 


First  Honor 

Second  Honor 

Record 

Record 

isses  Baity,    Annie    Hall.  .  .  . 
Caldwell,    Mary    Lee.  .  . 

Crosby,    Ina    

Goldsmith,    Ruth    

Johnson,    Mary  Martin. 
Kimsey,    Elizabeth 

Leonard,    Gladys    

Patton,    Pauline     

A-4B 
3  A-2  B 

3  A-2  B 
2  A-4B 

2  A-4B 

4  A-    B 
A-5B 
A-5  B 

3  A-2  B 

5  A-    B 
3  A-2  B 

Misses  Boyd,   Esther    

Brewer,    Ann   Eliza. 
Fleming,    Louise    .  .  . 
Franklin,    Lillian    .  . 
Judd,   Hilda   Lane.  . 
Lineberry,  Ruth    .  .  . 
McLean,    Lavita    .  .  . 
Norman,   Mattie 

A-3  B-C 

5B 

5  B 

A-2  B-0 

2  A-2  B-0 

A-3  B-C 

2  A-2  B-C 

A-2  B-C 

Pierce,   Ella    

Pope,    Margaret    .  .  . 
Wilson,   Naomi    .... 

A-4  B-0 

Uzzle,    Annie    

.       A-3  B-0 

3  0112  105822156 


